
IMPORTANT 
 

Before attempting to lift the bike 
Mount just the hinge portion of the 

V-Lift and while holding it tight to the 
frame, swing it from back to front 

Checking clearance of all components. 
 

The closest object and most important 
To observe is the oil filter. There should 
be no less then ¼” clearance between the 

V-Lift Hinge and the filter.  



V-LIFT 
 

Thank you for your purchase of the new V-Lift (Vulcan Lifting Apparatus). 
 

Center stands have become a thing of the past on new motorcycles and the Kawasaki Vulcan is no 
exception.  The problem with the Vulcan is it’s placement of the engine. The bottom of the engine is approximately 
1-1/4” below the frame. This creates a problem when the need arises for the bike to be leveled or raised off the 
ground. Unless you have a motorcycle floor jack with modified lifting platforms, it is impossible to lift the bike by 
its frame. 
 
 I being the owner of a 2005 Vulcan Classic my self have found a need to create a better lifting device. And 
in my opinion I believe I have done just that. 
 
This device will attach to the factory tabs on the bottom rear of the frame. In earlier models the tabs are not equipped 
with holes. This metal can be drilled if need be. The holes are necessary for a safe lifting situation as well as creating 
a stable work zone. If the pins are not placed through the holes the side supports may allow the bike to roll and fall 
off the stand.  
 
The stand includes 1 main hinge, 1 Upright Base, Stage 1 and Stage 2 unpainted adjusters , 1 “L” shape foot leaver 
and 2 ¼” locking pins. With the bike on it’s side stand, choose Stage 1 or 2 by sliding the unpainted adjusters into 
the Base receivers. Be sure to fully insert them until they bottom out and tighten ¼” screws just tight enough to hold 
them in place. Now insert the 2 adjusters into the hinge receivers. All parts of the lift to be placed on the right side of 
the bike have been identified with black lines. Be sure no components have the black line facing the left of the bike. 
Lay it on the ground in front of the rear tire. From the right side of the bike while lying beside the bike hold the 
complete unit in place and attach the hinge with the ¼” pins. Both pins should be inserted from the right side and 
face the left (Be sure to insert the pins all the way in). This is due to the angle of the bike while on the side stand and 
should prevent the pins from drifting out. The pins only hold the stand in place while the weight of the bike will be 
transferred from the frame to the side rails of the hinge. 
 
CAUTION:  
BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO LIFT THE BIKE MAKE SURE TO PARK ON A HARD 
LEVEL SURFACE SUCH AS A CEMENT FLOOR OR DRIVEWAY TO PREVENT UNDO 
SIDE TO SIDE STRESS ON THE LIFT. 
 
STAGE 1 
 
Because this stage will only raise the frame by about 1 inch it can be done while sitting on the bike and rocking it 
back, using the front break if needed to pause half way. Once the bike is level and the hinge is fully forward it will 
sit on its own. At this time it is HIGHLY RECOMMENDED you place the “L” shaped bar into the bottom of the 
Base cross member with the 90 degree portion towards the front. This will prevent the bike from rolling forward and 
coming off the V-Lift hinge supports. 
To remove the stand, reverse the procedure by first removing the “L” shaped bar. 
 
STAGE 2 
 
This stage works the same as a factory center stand with an additional locking device. Once up into position be sure 
to insert the “L” shaped bar into the bottom of the Base cross member with the 90 degree portion towards the front. 
This will prevent the bike from rolling forward and coming off the V-Lift hinge supports. 
 
NOTE: If you have never used a center stand please ask someone who has, to help you. If you do not do it 
right or your foot slips off the leaver you stand a good chance of not getting the bike up or even worse, you 
may drop the bike. 
 
To remove the stand, first remove the “L” shaped bar. While sitting on the bike, rock it in a forward motion until the 
frame moves forward and the bike returns to the ground. Not using the front brake will give you a much smoother 
transaction from raised to ground level. 
 
NOTE: Once lowered be sure to have the side stand out before attempting to dismount. 
 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. 









V-Lift User Adjustments 
 

 
I have given this much thought and do to the tabs on the Vulcan having 
different spacing and the frame having slight height differences, it’s 
difficult to fit everyone perfect. 
 
I have made the width universal from 9-1/4”  to  10-1/4” for the 
mounting tabs. When mounting try to center the hinge assembly on the 
frame. 
 
The stage 1 and 2 legs are standard but may be cut down or at your cost 
you may make your own if needed to get a different height from both 
stages. Please note, I have only tested the two different heights and have 
no need to get it any higher. If you choose to experiment and go higher 
good luck.  Only make  1/4 inch changes if needed to fine tune the 
height of either Stage 1 or Stage 2. 
 
When making adjustments to the adjuster legs keep in mind, a 1/4 inch 
at the center of the frame will make approximately 3/4 – 1 inch 
difference at the rear tire. 
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